Water Safety Programs Expanded at Allatoona Lake; Partnerships Promote Messages

Adults and Children Can Get Prizes for Being Safe This Summer

By Ginger Bjornson, Park Ranger

May is National Safe Boating Month and the US Army Corps of Engineers Allatoona Lake Project is beefing up its water safety programs for the 2008 recreation season. A new program called, “I Got Caught Wearing My Life Jacket,” will heighten the importance of boating safety by promoting water safety initiatives to adults boating on Allatoona Lake. The Corps is partnering with the Lake Allatoona Preservation Authority on this campaign.

We’re helping educate boaters on the importance of wearing their life jackets and to always make safety a priority while boating and on the water. It’s important that adults set the example for youngsters by wearing a life jacket. When Corps and Georgia Department of Natural Resources rangers and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary members see adults wearing their life jackets when they’re not required to, they will be awarded a floatable ID tote container with the phrase “I Got Caught Wearing My Life Jacket” printed on it. The container will include a registration form for a grand prize drawing at the Great Lake Allatoona Cleanup in September 2008. 
Popular Programs Return

The Corps’ Life Jacket Loaner Program is expanding again this year with life jacket loaner stations at Old Highway 41 #1 Day Use Area, Payne Campground and Boat Ramp, Sweetwater Day Use Area, Victoria Campground and Day Use, McKaskey Campground and the Allatoona Lake Operations Project Management Office and Visitor Center. The program provides families with a safer option when a life jacket is left at home or doesn’t fit properly. Safe Kids Cherokee County has donated the life jackets for the program with support from the WellStar Foundation.

The program’s goals are to educate boaters and swimmers on the importance of wearing a life jacket and of appropriate size. However, the most important goal is to keep visitors safe on the water and to save lives. 


Ranger Trading Cards are back. The program combines trading cards of Allatoona Lake Corps of Engineers Rangers with water safety messages printed on the back. Children under 15 years old can collect 14 different cards by showing their knowledge of water safety. Frisbees, soccer balls, life jackets, Sun Valley Beach Park passes and White Water Park passes will be awarded at different intervals to children that collect the most cards.


Safe Kids Cherokee County was again instrumental in the continuation of this program, providing funding and lifejackets through a water safety grant received from the Water Safety Congress and funding from WellStar for the life jackets.

The Chick-fil-A Corporation will again partner with the Corps in the Flotation Citation program. If children under 12 years of age are spotted wearing their life jackets by a Corps park ranger they will be awarded a Flotation Citation that includes a coupon for a free chicken sandwich.  


For more information concerning water safety programs, please call the Operations Project Management Office at Allatoona Lake at 678-721-6700.
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